Film Analysis

As we mentioned before watching Stand By Me, analyzing a film 
should go beyond our initial reaction of “I like it” or “I dislike it.” 
We should move to analyzing what is effective and what is ineffective in a movie.  That is, what specific details made the movie good or bad?  

As you analyze the movie think about these questions: 

· Was the dialogue honest and heart felt?
· Were there any moments where the dialogue made you stop and think about the movie in a bad way? 

· Was the scenery effective in helping you understand the plot and message of the movie?  

· Were the places the movie was set appropriate for the story? 

· Did the actors portray the characters effectively?

· Were there any points in the movie when you thought of the actor not as the character, but as an actor?

· A good film should flow from scene to scene without denying the audience enough information to follow the arc of the story. Where there any parts of the movie that didn’t seem to flow together? 
· How did the music add to the movie?  Was it appropriate?  Did it help you understand the time period and action? 

· Did the movie convey a clear message?  After watching it, do you think you understood what the meaning is about? 
What you will do:

You will write an analysis of the movie using the above questions to guide you.  Do not simply discuss if you liked or disliked the movie, but discuss what was effective and not effective.  I suspect that this should take between 2 and 2 ½ pages, typed, double spaced, Times New Roman font.  

Think about specifics about the movie that were well done and things that were not well done.  Your analysis should focus things in the movie that added to or detracted from your enjoyment of the movie.  
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